
“God-centered Parenting” 

Deuteronomy 6 

Mother’s Day ~ May 13, 2012 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

What do you love and care about most in life?  

What do you consider the most important thing you must give your kids?  

(Not good education, social graces, work ethic, common sense; but God!) 
 

My aim this morning is to urge parents to grasp God’s vision for giving their 

children a vision of God.  
 

Background: As we come to Deut. 6, God has just given His people the 10 

commandments in chapter 5. But God is not just interested in external 

behavior. In 5:29 He says, “Oh, that they had such a heart in them, that they 

would fear Me and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well 

with them and with their sons forever!” God wants their hearts fully so that 

He would be free to bless them.  
 

In order to implant these things in their hearts, God does not establish a 

church program. Rather He commissions parents with the sacred 

responsibility of teaching and modeling the ways of God according to the 

character of God within their homes.  

� (programs = vitamin; home discipleship = healthy meals) 
 

This morning I want to mine Deuteronomy 6 with you to discover 6 essentials 

for giving God to our children in way that reaches the heart:  
 

1. We give our children God by modeling the fear of God (vs. 1-3). 
“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which 

the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might 

do them in the land where you are going over to possess it, 
2 
so that 

you and your son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, 

to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command 

you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 
3 
O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be 

well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, 

the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with 

milk and honey.” 
 

Notice right off that the means which God has ordained for His ways 

to be passed on to succeeding generations is through the family     

(vs. 2): “so that you, your son, and your grandson might fear the 

Lord your God.” Spiritual training in the home should impact at least 

3 generations.  

 

So what does it mean to fear the Lord your God? 

 

The Fear of the Lord ~ Doing what is right in the eyes of the 

Lord (living life so as to please
1
 Him) knowing that He is the 

One to whom we must give an account for all things and that 

He is the rewarder of those who love and obey Him.  

 

So the Fear of God has to do with obeying God because of who He 

is. The fear of the Lord is like a two-sided coin: On the one side we 

are seeking to avoid His discipline on sin while on the other we are 

seeking His blessing on our obedience.  

   

We model the fear of the Lord to our kids through our obedience to 

God’s Word, both in our actions and our attitudes.  

 

Don’t miss the dominant theme of obedience in these verses:   

  --vs. 1—“this is the commandment, the statutes and  

    judgments…that you might do them” 

--vs. 2—we’re called “to keep all his statutes and 

commands” 

  --vs. 3—He says, “listen and be careful to do it” 

 

By the way, God does not accept a plea of ignorance—He’s given us 

His Word! 

Illus.: When you go to take your driver’s test, the instructor doesn’t 

take a plea of ignorance. All the information is in the book, and he 

expects you to study it so that when you go to the road you will do it.  

 

God has given us His Word—He’s given us everything we need to 

walk in His blessing. And the call to obedience always includes the 

promise of blessing. 

   
  

 Vs. 2—“that your days may be prolonged” 

 Vs. 3—“that it may go well with you” 

 

It’s essential that we instill in our children a reverence for God that 

refuses to forfeit His favor.  

 

 

                                                 
1
 PLEASE (seeking His delight because I love Him) vs. APPEASE (Doing the 

minimum requirement to get Him off of my back) 



You must pass on the fear of God to your sons and grandsons 

because if you don’t this world of temptation, sin, sensuality, self-

centeredness, pride, and demonic influence will eat them alive and 

they will fall under the discipline and judgment of God. Don’t just 

tell them to stay out of trouble—The Fear of the Lord is what 

produces obedience from the heart.  

 

Application: So how do we do this? 

a. model the fear of God (unrelenting obedience to God’s Word) 

b. read the narratives of Scripture 

c. discipline your children out of care for their souls and character 

 

2. We give our children God by teaching them to love God 

supremely (vs. 4-9).  “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the 

LORD is one! 
5
You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
6 
These 

words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 

heart. 
7 
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall 

talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by 

the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
8 
You 

shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as 

frontals on your forehead. 
9 
You shall write them on the 

doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

 

Vs. 4 & 5 are called the Shema. Shema is the Hebrew word for 

“listen, hear.” 

 

These were the first verses that a Jewish child would learn because 

they were at the very heart of a vibrant relationship with God: “Hear, 

O Israel—listen! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

and with all your might.”   

 

In other words, there is only one true God and He is our Lord. 

Therefore we are to live with a singular loyalty to Him.  
So what does that look like? Vs. 5: “You shall love the Lord your 

God will all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might.” 
 

This term “with all your heart” is used 21 times in the Bible but it is 

always used and only used in reference to our relationship with God: 

love, fear, seek, serve, trust, with all your heart. God alone is to be 

the primary, all-encompassing loyalty of our hearts and when He is, 

all other loyalties will find their rightful place under God.   
 

This is what we must teach our kids: that God alone should be their 

master and He is worthy of their absolute devotion.  
 

So how to do you teach this to your kids?  Vs. 6 instructs us to begin 

by writing these things on our own hearts. That means a life free of 

idolatry. No other pursuits in life override our pursuit of God. No 

other relationships violate your relationship with God. We give Him 

singular rights to our life.  
 

Life Principle: We can’t teach our kids that which we have not yet 

written on our own hearts.  
 

Then, when we have written these things on our hearts, all of life 

becomes a teaching moment.   
 

Vs. 7 -- teach them diligently to your sons 

           -- talk of them 

• Sit in the house 

• Walk by the way (while you experience life, build 

the bridge from the physical to the spiritual, from the 

temporal to the eternal) 

• When lie down 

• When rise up 
 

Regardless of where we are or what we are doing, there is to be a 

constant theme in our conversation with our kids: “there is only one 

God and we are to honor and serve Him alone by loving Him with 

all that we are and all that we have.” 
 

But don’t assume that spiritual training will just happen 

automatically. You’ve got to have an intentional plan for discipling 

your children. You need a routine of teaching them the Word and 

praying with them so that you will be ready for the teachable 

moments.  

This highest aim of parenting is Deut. 6:5. Jesus said all of life 

hinges on this one purpose: “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and will all your might.”  
 

3. We give our children God by trusting in the sufficiency of God 

(vs. 10-12).
  
“Then it shall come about when the LORD your God 

brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid 



cities which you did not build, 
11 

and houses full of all good 

things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did 

not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and 

you eat and are satisfied, 
12 

then watch yourself, that you do 

not forget the LORD who brought you from the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery.” 
 

The greatest test of whether or not we love God with all of our heart 

is not poverty or even persecution. The greatest test is prosperity.  

Prosperity has the power to erode your moral and spiritual fiber by 

tempting you to assume that you can manage your life without utter 

dependence on God. (Prosperity is not bad as long as we are 

surrendered to God). 
 

God will use hardship in your life as an opportunity to make you 

a living parable for your kids—an opportunity for them to see in 

your life that God is faithful and His grace is sufficient! 
 

But when you have an abundance and are satisfied, watch yourself!  

--Don’t forget the Lord.  

--Don’t forget that all you have came from Him.  

--Don’t forget that you are not your own but belong  

   to Him. 

--Don’t forget that God alone is sufficient to meet your  

   needs. 

--Don’t begin to live independently of God as  

   though you are self-sufficient.  
 

For the souls of your kids, you must not forget that apart from Christ 

you can do nothing. God alone is your provider. Pray as though you 

are dependent upon God for everything and let thanksgiving be the 

rule of everyday life.  
 

Learning the sufficiency of God is essential because it empowers our 

kids to trust God day by day and moment by moment, eliminating 

the gaps in our walk with God.  

 

4. We give our children God by honoring the jealousy of God       

(vs. 13-19).  “You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you 

shall worship Him and swear by His name. 
14 

You shall not 

follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround 

you, 
15 

for the LORD your God in the midst of you is a jealous 

God; otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will be kindled 

against you, and He will wipe you off the face of the earth. 

16 
“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you 

tested Him at Massah. 
17 

You should diligently keep the 

commandments of the LORD your God, and His testimonies and 

His statutes which He has commanded you. 
18 

You shall do 

what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be 

well with you and that you may go in and possess the good 

land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, 
19 

by driving 

out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has 

spoken.” 
 

There is a reason why the affections of your heart should be fully 

devoted to the Lord. The reason is found in vs. 15: “for the Lord 

your God in the midst of you is a jealous God.” (That’s a good thing; 

and a dreadful thing). 

 

In other words, God will not share you with any other master.  

The Lord your God is a jealous God and His jealousy is severe.  

This is a life and death issue: “otherwise the anger of the Lord will 

be kindled against you and He will wipe you off of the face of the 

earth.” (vs. 15) 

 

Why is God’s jealousy so severe?  

Because He must judge sin and, frankly, it would be better for you to 

die than to serve any other god besides the Lord God of Heaven. He 

is your only source of life! 
  --5:33—“You shall walk in all the way which the 

Lord your God has commanded you that you may live.” 

--6:24—“So the Lord commanded us to observe all these 

statutes, to fear the Lord our God for our good always and 

for our survival.” 

--32:46-47—“Take to heart all the words with which I am 

warning you today, which you shall command your sons to 

observe carefully, even all the words of this law. For it is not 

an idle word for you; indeed it is your life...” 
  

God’s jealousy is for our good because it protects us and ensures the 

blessing of life. God knows the only one that we can be trusted with 

is Himself.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s absolutely essential that before your children walk out the door to school, 

before your kids go off to college that they understand that God is a jealous 

God—that those He loves He disciplines. Before they leave, they need to 

know the God of Nahum 1:2-9: 
 

A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; 

The LORD is avenging and wrathful. 

The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, 

And He reserves wrath for His enemies. 
3 
The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, 

And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. 

In whirlwind and storm is His way, 

And clouds are the dust beneath His feet. 
4 
He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; 

He dries up all the rivers. 

Bashan and Carmel wither; 

The blossoms of Lebanon wither. 
5 
Mountains quake because of Him 

And the hills dissolve; 

Indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, 

The world and all the inhabitants in it. 
6 
Who can stand before His indignation? 

Who can endure the burning of His anger? 

His wrath is poured out like fire 

And the rocks are broken up by Him. 
7 
The LORD is good, 

A stronghold in the day of trouble, 

And He knows those who take refuge in Him. 
8 
But with an overflowing flood 

He will make a complete end of its site, 

And will pursue His enemies into darkness. 
9 
Whatever you devise against the LORD, 

He will make a complete end of it. 

Distress will not rise up twice. 

 

God’s ways are not trivial. If you want to reach their hearts impart to them 

the jealousy of God.   

 

5. We give our children God by remembering the faithfulness 

of God (vs. 20-24)
 
“When your son asks you in time to come, 

saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the statutes and the 

judgments mean which the LORD our God commanded you?’ 
21 

then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in 

Egypt, and the LORD brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand. 

22 
Moreover, the LORD showed great and distressing signs and 

wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh and all his 

household; 
23 

He brought us out from there in order to bring us 

in, to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers.’ 
24 

So 

the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the 

LORD our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is 

today.” 

 

Notice that the Israelites were to commemorate all that God had 

done for them—not only delivering them from slavery but 

revealing who He is! And all of this was in answer to His 

promise “which He has sworn to our fathers” (vs. 23).  

 

We must impart to our children the faithfulness of God to His 

promises “for their good always and for their survival” (vs. 24).  

 

Teaching the faithfulness of God is so important because it will give 

them a confidence in God that will outlive our present influence. It is 

the faithfulness of God that will uphold their faith to the end.  

 

Application: 1) Show them the faithfulness of God in Scripture;  

2) Highlight the faithfulness of God in your own lives (book of 

remembrance).  

 

6. We give our children God by urging them to believe the Gospel 
(vs. 25).  “It will be righteousness for us if we are careful to observe 

all this commandment before the LORD our God, just as He 

commanded us.” 

 

Did you hear that? “It will be righteousness (acceptance before God) 

for us if we are careful to observe all this commandment.  

 

The problem is that we can’t and we haven’t observed all the 

commandments of God with perfection.  

 
Yet there is good news in John 1:17: “The law was given through 

Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.” 

Then vs. 18 goes on to say in essence that Jesus has given us God: 

“No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in 

the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” 

 

 



Jesus not only reveals God to us, He reconciles us to God through 

His cross. He is to us the very substance/essence of truth to which 

the law points and He is the grace-giver who forgives our trespasses.  

 

Our children need the truth and grace of God for life and eternity. 

We must impart to them Jesus Christ.  
 

Let me conclude by summarizing much of what I have said today in a little 

more memorable way:  
 

4 G’s of God-centered Parenting:  
 

1. We must give our children a vision of the Greatness of God so 

that they will have the Fear of God.  

� A vision of God who is holy, sovereign, all-powerful, 

all-knowing, all-wise, everywhere present; a God of 

justice and wrath… 
 

2. We must give our children a vision of the Goodness of God so 

that they will have the Love of God. 

� A vision of the God of grace, mercy, compassion, love, 

faithfulness, righteousness, generosity, benevolence… 
 

3. We must give our children the Gospel so that they will have the 

Word of God Implanted within them. 

� The Word of God through the gospel lens of Christ as 

the central message of the Bible.  
 

4. We must give our children Good Modeling of delight in God 

and His Word so that they will have the Joy of God.  

� A life of obedience born out of delight in God and His 

Word.  

� Not a perfect life but constant turning and returning to 

the cross 
 

4 G’s of God-centered Parenting: 

 

Greatness of God � Fear of God 

Goodness of God � Love of God 

Gospel of Christ  � Word of God 

Good Modeling   � Joy of God 
 

Prayer 


